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Forty-Four Years Honoring and Celebrating Tribal Culture
BISMARCK (UTN) – Thundershowers 
failed to dampen the fun and excitement 
of the 44th Annual United Tribes Interna-
tional Powwow. Top-flight dancing, pow-
erful drum groups and the indigenous 
culture of central Mexico were featured 
during the annual gathering September 5-8 
at United Tribes Technical College.

CONTEST ACTION
In the dancing and singing competition, 

the drum group Young Bear, Mandaree, 
ND, won the singing contest for the second 

‘Champions’ stand out at United Tribes

year in a row, followed in order by: Battle 
River, Redby, MN; Ft. Peck Sioux, Poplar, 
MT; NDN Creek, Redby, MN; and Yank-
ton Sioux, Lake Andes, SD.

Thirty-seven drums rendered their best 
songs for 634 dancers during seven grand 
entries, intertribals, competitions, specials 
and honorings.

Weather conditions varied from sunny 
and hot to cool and rainy. Temps in the low 
90s baked the opening two days but gave 
way to thundershowers that delayed the 
start of the Parade of Champions. Showers 

moistened the dance arbor on Saturday but 
failed to delay the proceedings or sodden 
the Lone Star Arena grass that had been 
carefully tended by UTTC groundskeepers.

AZTEC DANCERS PERFORM
The group Explendor Azteca (XIPETO-

TEC) was in the featured spotlight, high-
lighting the culture of central Mexico. The 
group was directed by founder Gerardo 
Salinas, San Jose, CA, a fifth-generation 
Aztec dancer. 

Warshield White (Dakotah-Mandan/Hidatsa) Four Bears Village, ND, earned first place honors in the Men’s Fancy category of the United Tribes 
International Powwow. Thomas Hatzenbuhler/Final Proof Photography
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HEAD STAFF
Powwow head staff: Announcer Jer-

ry Dearly, assisted by Arnie Calf Boss Ribs; 
Arena Director Rusty Gillette; Head Singing 
Judge Greg Holy Bull; Head Men’s Dance 
Judge Russell Young Bird; and Head Wom-
en’s Dance Judge Cody High Elk. Julie Cain 
and Russell Gillette of United Tribes provid-
ed the ground blessing for Lone Star Are-
na at the outset. Powwow sound engineered 
by Frank K. Jamerson, REZ JAM Sound, 
McLaughlin, SD.

All first place dance category and singing 
contest winners received a jacket adorned 
with the powwow logo, showing the art-
work of brother and sister artists Tom and 
Linda Haukaas, a medal and cash. Second 
through fourth place winners received cash 
and medals inscribed with the “Home of the 
Champions” slogan.

The United Tribes International Powwow 
Committee thanks all participants, spec-
tators, workers and volunteers for making 
the 44th annual event a success. The com-
mittee also expresses appreciation to compa-
nies and individuals in the Bismarck-Man-
dan community for sponsoring competitive 
categories and supporting the powwow and 
associated events.

‘Champions’ stand out... Continued from page 19
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THOMAS HATZENBUHLER/Final Proof Photography

THOMAS HATZENBUHLER/Final Proof Photography

DENNIS J. NEUMANN ◆ United Tribes News
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Participating during Youth Day at the powwow.  DENNIS J. NEUMANN ◆ United Tribes News






































